By Rich Fernandez: Bay Area Sports Drive

The number 10 is often associated with perfection in our
society. Contestants in the hit television show Dancing With
The Stars sweat and work hard for a perfect score of 10 from
each of the three judges. The struggle and hard work put in
by Olympic competing gymnasts to score that perfect 10 from the panel
of judges is another attempt at perfection and a Gold Medal, Althought it
doesn't pertain to a judges's score, in soccer the number 10 is associat-
ed with some of the greatest players of all time like Pele, Diego

Maradona, Zinedine Zidane, Ronaldinho
st and Sissi -all who have sported the num-
I ber on their jerseys. However, simply
wearing the number 10 doesn't automati-
cally make you a great player or signify
perfection. But Sisleide Lima do Amor,
wha's known to the soccer world as
"Sissi", it seems to me, is as close as one
can get to a perfect 10 in women's soccer!
And perhaps in life.

Sissi was born in Esplanada, Brazil, and
| life wasn't one of luxury and leisure grow-

| ing up.

"| grew up without running water in our
house. | used to have to carry water to
the house and walk a very long way fo
make sure we had water to wash, cook
= and drink" explained Sissi. "My mother
used to tell me that she wasn't going to be
here forever and that | needed to leam
how to take care of myself’ she continued.
For Sissi that meant leaming how to cook, clean, do Iﬁi.!'.ll'tr:irj.!r and other of
life's basic necessities early on in her formative years. "Kids today arg
spoiled: | cannot believe that some can't even do simple things for them.
selves. Parents do way too much for their kids. My mother taught me
how to take care of myself early on in my life" she went on to say.
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Sissi's passion for soccer started at the young age of 6 years old. The
luxury to buy the latest soccer gear wasn't one she enjoyed as a youth.

"Back in Brazil, we really couldn't afford too much at the time, so | used
to make soccer balls out of anything | could get my hands on. I'd use
paper, balls of tape and even the heads of mine and my sister's dolls. |
wouldn't touch the porcelain headed dolls, but every other doll was fair
game" said Sissi as she broke out laughing.

Soccer in Brazil is a man's sport, a prejudice that wouldn't stop Sissi. "My
father and brother used to tell me 'Oh Sissi soccer is for men and not
women' but | wouldn't listen." Even her mother didn't understand her
daughter's obsession with the game. "My mother thought there was
something wrong with my head, but | told her and my father that this was
my passion.”

At the age of 11 Sissi discovered that there were women playing soccer
on a team in a near by town. Wanting to see for herself, she took a bus
ride over to the town to get a closer locok. "When | got there | couldn't
believe there were women like me playing soccer. | went and talked to a
woman who was the team manager, coach and a player on the team.
Before | could sign up or play she wanted to talk to my parents first" said
Sissi. After her parents gave the ok to play, there was still the issue of
money needed for the bus ride back and forth from her home to the next
town where the team was. "Well my mother and father started to save
maoney here and there so | could go, it wasn't easy but we managed to do
it" explained Sissi.

When Sissi was 14 years she joined her first arganized soccer club and
started getting paid. At the age of 16 years old she was selected to join
the Brazilian Mational Team and in 1991 played in her first Women's
World Cup in China. In 1995 and "98 she helped win the South American
Championship.

At the 1995 World Cup in Sweden, Brazil was eliminated at the prelimi-
nary group stage but rebounded to win the Bronze Medal in the 1996
Olympics in Atlanta. With this, Brazil was now looked at as the most
improved women's team in the world. With this on their side, Sissi and
her Brazilian teammates didn't disappoint anyone during the 1999 Woarld
Cup. At the 1999 Women's World Cup, Sissi and China's Sun Wen were
the co-scoring leaders with seven goals each. Sissi, known for her dan-
gerous left foot, was and still is particularly effective scoring on free kicks.
At that World Cup she twice scored off of free kicks. She opened the tour-
nament with a hat-trick (scoring three goals) against Mexico, and in the
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